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Osoyoos has held a special place in the
heart of travelers to the Okanagan Valley for
generations. It conjures up memories of
summer camping trips with the family and a
quaint family destination. Returning today,
you will find Osoyoos has evolved into a
premier four-season destination with a
diverse economy that attracts a
sophisticated resident, tourist and investor.
Through its recent growth, the Osoyoos area
remains as friendly as ever, with an air of
sophistication, innovation and a
multifaceted offering of personal and
professional opportunities that are second to
none. Come and see why the Osoyoos area
of British Columbia is fast becoming one of
Canada’s most desirable places to live!

Canada’s Warm



mest WelcomeWelcomes You!
Whether you’re re-locating your family to the area or looking to start your own business -
Destination Osoyoos is your local resource. Visit www.destinationosoyoos.com to learn more
about what opportunities Osoyoos can offer you!

Destination Osoyoos
BC Visitor Centre @ Osoyoos
9912 Hwy #3
Osoyoos, British Columbia
Canada

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 500
Osoyoos, British Columbia
Canada V0H 1V0

Web:
www.destinationosoyoos.com

Toll Free:
1.800.OSOYOOS (676.9667)

Telephone:
250.495.3366
250.495.5070

Fax:
250.495.8081
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Whether it’s Canada’s warmest fresh water lake, the
incredible skiing conditions at nearby Mt. Baldy, or the
people that bring life to the area - find out for yourself
how Canada’s Warmest Welcome got its name.
Available amenities like education, healthcare, sports
and recreation, cultural activities and festival
attractions are world-class.

Osoyoos is a rapidly developing four-season resort
community with an eye for progressive economic
investment and development. Situated at the southern
most end of the Okanagan Valley, at the border to the
neighbouring United States, Osoyoos is uniquely
positioned to capitalize on its natural geographic assets
and strategic economic vision. Recently designated by
the Province of British Columbia as a Resort
Municipality, Osoyoos continues to see dramatic
changes to its economic base. Beyond this
achievement, Osoyoos is increasingly being recognized
for its investment attraction and business development
capacity and was recently named the Most Business
Friendly Community in the Thompson Okanagan by
Business Examiner Newspaper. The community is

currently undergoing controlled development worth
hundreds of millions of dollars of new tourism amenities
through various accommodation, recreation, and
service industry developments, while continuing to
enhance its industrial base. To complement this growth,
Osoyoos recently launched a new brand for the
community. The new brand embodies the Osoyoos
experience – Canada’s Warmest Welcome.

Osoyoos has experienced a significant increase in
employment levels in recent years to arrive at an
unemployment rate of 6%. A record number of building
permits, valued at over $70 million, was granted in 2007
alone, indicating the sheer volume of significant
projects currently under construction in the Osoyoos
area. Housing market trends have been significantly
positive, with a rise of nearly 28% in the community’s
average house value over the past 3 years. New job
creation has mainly been in the areas of construction,
tourism and government service sectors, but with a
mandate of professional service sector growth,
Osoyoos is actively attracting health care professionals,
educators, architects and engineers, and financial and
legal expertise to the area.

Current economic growth and development plans
underway include the expansion of the Osoyoos Airport
and the development of an airport lands industrial park,
the implementation of a multi-use recreational trail
system, and amultitude of further private development
to complement and expand the resort community’s
year-round offerings.

Why Osoyoos



Geography & Climate

Pronounced “oh-sue-use,” the name Osoyoos comes
from the Okanagan First Nation word for “place where
two lakes meet or come together”. Home to the
Osoyoos Indian Band, part of the Okanagan First
Nation, for thousands of years, the region has a rich
cultural heritage and plays a large role in today’s
economy through tourism, vineyards and a winery.

Osoyoos is set at the junction of two famous fur trade
routes – The North-South Fur Brigade and the West
Dewdney Trail. Not far away in Rock Creek, gold was
discovered in 1859, which brought a rush of miners and
homesteaders from the United States. Following the
gold rush, came the establishment of ranchers who
successfully built ranching empires in the late 1800’s.
Soon after this, the first commercial orchard was
planted in 1907, and the agricultural roots of the region
were born. Orchards and fruit production flourished
and were complimented by the introduction of grape
growth in the late 1960’s.

History & Culture

Osoyoos is located at the southernmost area of the
Okanagan Valley, in the heart of British Columbia’s
fertile orchard and vineyard country. Set in Canada’s
only true desert, Osoyoos boasts over 2000 hours of
sunlight annually and is home to the warmest lake in
the country. Lake Osoyoos is 18 km in length and
straddles the United States border, sharing the waters
with Washington State. Osoyoos also finds itself at the
junction of two major provincial highways, Highway 3
and Highway 97, connecting the community 401 km
from Vancouver, 730 km from Calgary and 467 km
from Seattle, Washington by road.

Osoyoos finds itself situated at the northern tip of the
Great Basin desert, which is part of the larger Sonoran
Life Zone system that starts in Mexico and extends
through the US to the South Okanagan Valley. This
ecological make-up means that the area is known as
an antelope-brush ecosystem and home to a wide
variety of specially adapted flora and fauna that
aren’t found anywhere else in the world.

Agricultural land makes up a large percentage of the
community. The favourable weather conditions and
soil are very conducive to growing many tree-fruits,
vineyards and ground-crop vegetables, with many
farmers adopting organic practices. Okanagan
produce is known throughout Canada, particularly
cherries, apricots, peaches, apples, tomatoes,
peppers, and cantaloupes. 56% of the wine grapes
grown in BC can be found in the area between
Osoyoos and neighbouring Oliver.

While referred to by many as “Canada’s hot spot”,
summers occasionally reach a high of 40 degrees
Celsius with little to no humidity. Winter temperatures
rarely dip below zero for an extended period of time.
Like most deserts Osoyoos has a dry climate because
rainfall is less than 12 inches total per year.



Osoyoos is where leading edge technology and
unique desert ecology meet. Concerned that your
business needs may not be suitable for a rural lifestyle?
Think again. Osoyoos has all of the modern utility and
infrastructure amenities that you would need. When
combined with a dynamic labour pool, quality
infrastructure, and low overhead costs, Osoyoos’ open
door business support policy make it quick, easy, and
less expensive to launch a new venture. The total costs
of establishing and operating a business in Osoyoos
are lower than many comparable communities in
Canada or the United States. Investors can expect
access to one of the lowest electric utility rates in North
America, affordable housing prices, competitive
property tax rates, and reasonable labour costs.

Advantageously located at one of the busiest
Canada/US Border crossings and at the junction of two
major transportation routes - Highway 97 and the
Crowsnest Highway 3, Osoyoos is naturally poised as
an economic hub for the South Okanagan region and
as a gateway for traffic entering Canada or leaving
for the US. 5 hours from the port of Vancouver, and 1 or
2 hours from airports in Penticton and Kelowna,
Osoyoos is strategically and internationally connected
by land, air and sea.

Business
Advantages

Many qualified and highly skilled individuals have
chosen the Osoyoos area as their home for a number
of reasons. As a business, recruiting and attracting
talent to your organization or industry won’t be a
hurdle to your economic success, but a secret
ingredient.

Osoyoos is home to an active business community,
including many independent operators who bring a
rich diversity to the local economy. Built upon the
wealth of our natural environment and the
community's strategic location, opportunities exist in
many of our traditional industries, as well as emerging
ones. Primary sectors include: value added wood,
agricultural products and food & beverage
processing, tourism infrastructure and retail amenities,
logistics and warehousing, and advanced
manufacturing opportunities like aerospace and
biotechnology. In addition, the diversity of the local
economy lends itself well to professionals in a variety
of fields. Whether it’s health care services or financial
expertise, Osoyoos welcomes a wide array of skills and
qualifications to our labour force!

Employment
Opportunities



Osoyoos is served by a full array of locally-based
emergency services like fire, ambulance, and police. The
South Okanagan General Hospital in next door Oliver, BC
services the Osoyoos area with full outpatient and
emergency hospital services. The Osoyoos Medical
Centre, the Desert Doctors Clinic, two community care
facilities, four dental offices, two eye clinics and the
Provincial Public Health Unit also provide for the
community’s health needs.

School District #53 operates one elementary school and
one secondary school in the community. In addition, day
care services and a private school are available to
facilitate your child’s education needs. The community’s
close proximity to Okanagan College – Penticton
Campus, UBC – Okanagan in Kelowna, and the
Okanagan Similkameen Learning Centre mean that post-
secondary and adult education programs are easily
accessible.

Recreational and cultural amenities are abound in
Osoyoos. Through public facilities like the Sun Bowl Arena,
the Desert Park Equestrian and Recreational Complex,
and the Sonora Community Centre, you can be assured
that your participation in active pursuits will be year-
round. In addition to the beaches that surround Osoyoos
Lake, natural local attractions like Haynes Point Provincial
Park, local parks and picnic grounds, and an integrated
system of walking trails provide opportunities for outdoor
recreation. Miles of local orchards and wineries ensure a
wide variety of locally grown fruit and awarding winning
wines are never far from hand. With over 40 estate
wineries in a thirty-kilometre radius, the choice, quality
and selection produces some of the finest wines in North
America.

The Osoyoos Museum, the Osoyoos Mini Theatre, the
Nk’Mip Desert Cultural Centre, the Osoyoos Desert
Centre, and the Osoyoos & District Arts Council fulfill any
culture-seeker’s needs. As a resort municipality, Osoyoos
has plenty of local attractions to take in.

Services and
AmenitiesOsoyoos shines in the summer. Whether it's the dew on

the orchards in the early morning or the sun setting over
the rolling sagebrush covered hills, an Osoyoos summer
offers a one of a kind experience. With so much to do, it's
no wonder that visitors return year after year. Just a
sampling of Osoyoos summer activities includes swimming
in Canada’s warmest lake, golfing on one of the award-
winning local courses, biking orchard and vineyard lined
trails, horseback riding in the desert, Aboriginal cultural
tourism activities, foraging for orchard fruit, wine touring,
hiking, canoeing and kayaking on the lake, parasailing,
and volleyball on the beach.

Expect to experience a different kind of winter. A winter
where the snow barely dusts the ground in the valley and
golf is almost a year-round pastime. Picture a place
where you can start the morning skiing one of the
Okanagan Valley’s highest peaks and end it sipping local
wine poolside in the afternoon. Nearby Mt. Baldy Ski Area
sees high snowfalls annually, allowing for four months of all
terrain winter sports. The expansion of Mount Baldy Ski
Area (45 minutes north of Osoyoos) signifies a shift in focus
for the region from a ‘fun in the sun’ destination, to a
multi-faceted four-season resort area. From ice-wine, skis
and snowball fights to indigenous spa treatments,
gourmet meals and cultural tours… Let Osoyoos become
not only your home address but your way of life.

Quality of Life



Osoyoos
Fast Facts
Osoyoos and area boasts some
pretty unique statistics that make
the area distinct from any other.
Whether you're looking to locate a
business or just in town for a visit,
here are some surprising facts
about Osoyoos:

• Area population: 6,720

• Elevation: 227m (909ft)

• Home to Canada's only desert
environment

• Home to Canada's warmest
fresh-water lake - Osoyoos Lake

• Home to some of the warmest
average temperatures in
Canada - average summertime
temperature is 28°C (82.4°F) and
the average winter temperature
is 1.3°C (34.3°F)

• Home to an average of 2039
hours of sunshine annually and
an average annual rainfall of
less than 318 mm (12 inches)

• Home to North America’s first
aboriginal owned and operated
winery - Nk'Mip Cellars

• The fastest growing community
in BC as measured by annual
per capita construction values
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